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 1 

Present Members:  Helene Blair, Robin Harvey, Jenny Garneau, Melissa Bonvini Murphy, Timothy 2 

Lepore, Superintendent Michael Cozort 3 

 4 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM in the Nantucket High School Cafeteria. 5 

 6 

A motion to approve the agenda was made by Helene Blair, Melissa Murphy seconded.  7 

 8 

Presentations & Discussions of issues of interest to the Committee 9 

School Presentation- John & Abigail Adams Scholars - John Buckey, NHS Principal  10 
Mr. Buckey introduced the 26 students awarded this scholarship for the 2011-2012 academic year.  11 

He emphasized that the recipients were based on MCAS scores and that in order for the students to 12 

utilize the monies from this scholarship they would have to consistently maintain a 3.0 grade average 13 

as they move through their college career.  He also noted that not only were these students 14 

academically inclined, but each one was involved in additional extra-curricular activities.  Melissa 15 

Murphy commented that the hard work is readily evident. 16 

 17 

Curriculum Update – Math 18 
NHS - Tim Psaradelis, Department Chair of the High School Math Department, shared a PowerPoint 19 

presentation.  He began with an overall philosophy and goals for students to develop problem solving 20 

skills through mathematics and to develop proficiency, confidence and stimulate curiosity in 21 

mathematics.  The department is confident that they have organized the curriculum to accommodate 22 

greater success for math students, especially by offering more opportunities (such as AP Calculus and 23 

AP Statistics) which may help with college placements.  Various questions were raised by the School 24 

Committee, including financial literacy course, and Honors vs. College Prep courses.  Mr. Psaradelis 25 

likes the idea of working with the Cape Cod 5 to establish „real life‟ scenarios for students, supports a 26 

permanent financial literacy course, and feels that Math at the Calculus level is high achieving and 27 

once at that level needs only to be offered as an AP course.   28 

 29 
CPS – Scott Meadows, along with Anne Marie Dyer (6

th
 grade), Kathy Benson (7

th
 grade) and Alice 30 

Crowley (8
th

 grade) introduced the Middle School Math curriculum as an important transitional 31 

program.  Transitioning from 5
th

 grade into 6
th

 and likewise 8
th

 into 9
th

, pose challenges for the 32 

students and staff.  By implementing the new program, Math Expressions, in Grade 6 they feel they 33 

are easing that difficult transition.  Ms. Dyer reported the program has many components that are to 34 

be commended.  She did note that the online piece is not yet available and should be another positive 35 

aspect once it is implemented. Kathy Benson indicated that in Grade 7, they use the Connected Math 36 

Program (CMP) and shared the language-based program is an underlying added benefit, because it 37 

connects Math along with the other subjects.  She discussed all the components of math that she 38 

covers such as Probability, Geometry, Algebra, Ratios, Rate and Proportions plus basic skills.  She 39 

added that the new Smart Blocks in CPS provided time to review and remediate. In response to a 40 

question about the transition from 6
th

 to 7
th

 grade, she replied that it is something they must be aware 41 

of and address as the students move from one program in grade six to a different one in grade seven.  42 

In 8
th

 grade, both Math & Algebra are taught by Mrs. Crowley who reiterated that the program is very 43 

literacy based, and prepares the students well for MCAS, which emphasizes word problems and open 44 

response questions.  Alice Crowley noted that there are two Algebra classes this year and expressed 45 

her confidence that the transition into High School works well.   46 



Nantucket School Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

November 1 2011 

Page 2 of 3 
 

 47 

Helene Blair cited concern regarding class size, and all three answered that the classes vary from 22-48 

27.   Melissa Murphy asked if overall the Smart Block schedule was helping those students who need 49 

challenge vs. those who need more support.  Mrs. Benson reflected that she could tailor her blocks a 50 

little letting students work at their own pace.  Before the presentation concluded, Superintendent 51 

Cozort shared that National Assessment of Education Progress (NAEP), also known as the Nation‟s 52 

Report Card, recently reported that Massachusetts students in grades 4 and 8 lead the nation in 53 

performance in mathematics. 54 

 55 

NES – Assistant Principal Michael Horton, Megan McLauglin, Jackie Fey, and Dede Avery shared 56 

that this is the third year of implementation of the elementary school math program, Math 57 

Expressions.  They seek a balance between computational and conceptual knowledge.  Ms. 58 

McLaughlin stated that in the early years, teaching is focused on number recognition and number 59 

sense.  It is important to develop a common math language.  She noted that the Expressions program 60 

has a great home-to-school connection element.  Jackie Fey offered that in 2
nd

 grade, “Math Talk” 61 

emphasizes thinking questions and students are encouraged to write what they are thinking.  She 62 

noted it enhances differentiated learning as students work and learn at their own pace.  Dede Avery, 63 

in 4
th

 grade, they continue to promote keeping skills sharp, and they are beginning to see the positive 64 

effects of the “spiraling” within the program.  She noted there are also many connections between 65 

math and the other content areas.  Helene Blair asked how much time was spent on math and Mr. 66 

Horton replied that approximately 60-90 minutes per day, per grade is devoted to math.  Robin 67 

Harvey asked if we have children slipping through the cracks and how the homework topic was being 68 

addressed.  The teachers responded that the assessments in the program help minimize losing track of 69 

a student‟s progress and the home-to-school component is strong.   70 

 71 

Field Trip Request- John Buckey introduced, on behalf of Barbara Elder and Erik Wendelken, the 72 

upcoming field trip to Ireland in April 2012.  The NHS Accidentals and Naturals chorus group is 73 

trying to raise funds to send 36-42 students.  This is a nine day trip and the students will be 74 

performing several concerts. They will also see many sites of historical, political and cultural 75 

significance.  Helene Blair motioned for approval, Melissa Murphy, seconded, and it was 76 

unanimously approved by the School Committee. 77 

 78 
Budget Directives – Superintendent Cozort shared a draft budget directive for Fiscal Year 2012.  79 

The reaction by School Committee members was positive.  Mr. Cozort asked them to bring any 80 

suggestions for improvement to him and he would make revisions.  The Directives will be brought to 81 

the next School Committee meeting for their approval.   82 

 83 

Preliminary Budget Forecast – Glenn Field, Director of Finance 84 
Mr. Field provided three pieces of information: the Preliminary FY2013 Budget Projection/Status–85 

Quo Estimate; the staffing projections that fuel that estimate; and utilities costs, by school and 86 

district, for the past two years.  He reminded the Committee that the Status Quo Budget Projection 87 

($408,435) is not a budget proposal, but simply an estimate of next year‟s costs with the same level 88 

of staffing as this year, taking into account collective bargaining agreements.  He noted that the 89 

$180,000 increase in utilities is a result of underfunding the electricity line item in past years. 90 

 91 

Comments from the Public 92 
None 93 
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Committee discussion and votes to be taken 95 
A motion to approve the transfer and invoices was made by Tim Lepore and seconded by Melissa 96 

Murphy.  The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 97 

 98 

A motion was made to approve the minutes of October 18, 2011 was made by Tim Lepore and 99 

seconded by Helene Blair.  The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 100 

 101 

A motion was made to approve the generous scholarship from Duane Hanson, in the name of the 102 

Joshua P. Hanson Memorial Scholarship.  This scholarship account is established through the Town 103 

of Nantucket Treasurer, and the Nantucket High School Scholarship Committee will adhere to Mr. 104 

Hanson‟s qualifications in determining the graduating recipient.  The motion was made by Helene 105 

Blair and seconded by Melissa Murphy and approved by a vote of the Committee. 106 

 107 

Superintendent’s Report 108 
On the Horizon – Superintendent Cozort noted that the Strategic Plan Workshop had been postponed 109 

due to attendance conflicts.  It was agreed that two Robin Harvey and Melissa Murphy would meet 110 

with Mr. Cozort and finalize the draft document, including the presentation format and bring the 111 

document back to the full School Committee for approval.  112 

 113 

Superintendent Cozort also shared Enrollment numbers as of November 1, 2011.  He pointed out that 114 

he will share the increase (almost 100 students) in the past two years with the Ad Hoc Budget 115 

Committee next week.   116 

 117 

Superintendent Cozort publically acknowledged the hiring of the new Director of Curriculum and 118 

Assessment, Ms. Christine Tyrie.  She is experienced in central office Administration, strong in 119 

Curriculum and the MASS Frameworks, knows the MCAS well, and has a good rapport with the 120 

DOE.  He was happy to share that she would be here intermittently in November and December and 121 

will start officially in January 2012. 122 

 123 

For the next meeting the agenda will include an update of Sub Pay, a Food Service Update, Student 124 

Support Services, Adopting the Budget Directives, Middle School Athletics, and the Evaluation 125 

Update. 126 

 127 

Sub-Committee/Work Group Liaison Reports and Acknowledgements: 128 
Superintendent Cozort asked the Committee to take a look at some students‟ persuasive essays from 129 

7
th

 Grade English Teacher, Adrienne Lombardi.   130 

 131 

A motion to adjourn the School Committee meeting was made by Jenny Garneau and Helene Blair, 132 

and seconded by Melissa Murphy. The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 133 

 134 

Meeting adjourned at 7:44 PM 135 

 136 

Respectfully submitted, 137 

Logan M. O‟Connor, School Committee Clerk 138 


